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Cognitions are a central dimension of psychological research into human behaviour and sexual aggression in particular. Multifactorial aetiological theories of sexual aggression take into account the entire spectrum of cognitive areas (Finkelhor, 1984; Hall & Hirshmann, 1992; Marshall & Barbaree, 1990; Ward & Siegert, 2002; Ward & Beech, 2006), and posit that cognitive distortions are intimately related to sexual aggression. Beck, who introduced the concept in his 1963 book on depression, defined “cognitive distortion” as “idiosyncratic thought content indicative of distorted or unrealistic conceptualizations” (p.324). In other words, they are instances of inaccurate, distorted, or faulty information processing. Abel, Becker and Cunningham-Rathner (1984) were the first to apply the concept of cognitive distortion to the phenomenon of sexual aggression. Abel defined cognitive distortions related to sexual aggression as “an individual’s internal processes, including justifications, perceptions and judgments used by the sex offender to rationalize his child molestation behavior” (Abel, Gore, Holland, Camp, Becker & Rathner, 1989, p.137). Since then, extensive research has been conducted on the nature of sexual aggressors’ cognitive distortions, as well the role of these distortions in sexual assault (e.g. Abel et al., 1989; Bumby, 1996; Hanson, Gizzarelli & Scott, 1994; Ward, Fon, Hudson & McCormack, 1998). 
	The study of cognitive distortions among child molesters has generally focused on the identification of distortions used by these offenders to excuse their crime (Hayashino, Wurtele & Klebe, 1995; Milner & Webster, 2005; Neidigh & Krop, 1992; Pollock & Hashmall, 1991; Tierny & McCabe, 2001; Ward et al., 1998). In particular, these studies have demonstrated that sexual aggressors appear to believe that children wish to engage in sexual relations with adults (Neidigh & Krop, 1992), that sexual contact with children is acceptable (Hayashino et al., 1995), and that their assault does not cause harm (Neidigh & Krop, 1992; Pollock & Hashmall, 1991). In addition, drug and alcohol consumption is cited by aggressors in defence of their assault (Pollock & Hashmall, 1991; Neidigh & Krop, 1992). 
Other research has investigated the principal functions of cognitive distortions (Gannon & Polaschek, 2006; Murphy, 1990; Saradjian & Nobus, 2003). In general, this research has demonstrated that cognitive distortions serve to justify, rationalize, or excuse sexual assault, and to deny and minimize harm to children. Further, cognitive distortions appear to facilitate escalation to actual aggression against children (Howitt & Sheldon, 2007). Furthermore, Marshall et al. (Anderson, Fernandez & Marshall, 1997; Fernandez, Anderson & Marshall, 1999; Marshall, Marshall, Sachdev & Kruger, 2003) suggest that some types of cognitive distortions, such as the denial of the harm caused by sexual abuse, allow aggressors to maintain their self-esteem.
	Research on cognitive distortions has been criticized, particularly for its level of analysis (Segal & Stermac, 1990). For example, studies on this subject have concentrated their analyses on cognitive products –the aggressors’ statements, but have neglected to examine cognitive structures - the organization of aggressors’ thoughts (Segal & Stermac, 1990). Ward, Hudson and Marshall (1995) have additionally pointed out that research has not established any relationship between the types of cognitive distortions typically present in child molesters; these distortions are traditionally examined independently from each other, with no attempt to explain their more general mental structure (Ward, 2000). According to Ward et al. (1995), research on child molesters’ cognitive products is confronted by the problem of superficiality, that is, the inability to access underlying beliefs. In other words, cognitive distortions represent only the tip of the iceberg — a global and complete understanding of the problem requires analysis of the underlying structures responsible for these distortions (Ward et al., 1995).
Ward (2000) suggested that cognitive distortions emerge from underlying causal theories, which he termed ‘implicit theories’ (ITs). Drawing on research on theories of mind (Wellman, 1990), Ward hypothesized that children develop cognitive schemas to organize the information they receive. This organization takes the form of theories, analogous to scientific theories, that allow them to understand the world around them (Keenan & Ward, 2000; Ward, 2000). Child molesters are thought to have experienced adverse events during childhood that they were incapable of adequately explaining, and to have therefore developed, as they grow older, inappropriate ITs (e.g. supporting sexual aggression) that provide them with explanations of these events. Ward believes that these ITs provide aggressors with frameworks for explaining, understanding, and anticipating their victims’ thoughts, desires, and beliefs. They are also active during the planning and execution of sexual assaults. Ward and Keenan (1999) developed a classification of five ITs that describe the entire range of child molesters’ cognitive distortions.
The Entitlement IT is grounded in the belief that some people are inherently superior to, and more important than, others. Aggressors believe that they possess a special status that authorizes them to do as they please, and expect others to accept this. Some characteristics such as gender and social class may be responsible for this belief. For example, some aggressors justify this right by reference to their position, such as “being the head of the family”. An example of this IT is “I deserve a special treat and she will make me feel better” (Ward & Keenan, 1999).
The principal idea behind the Nature of Harm IT is that there are various degrees of harm, and that sex with a child is not necessarily bad or harmful. For example: “She is too young to remember this or know what I am doing” (Ward & Keenan, 1999). 
The Uncontrollability IT reflects the idea that the child molester cannot control his actions, and is controlled by external factors. As a corollary, child molesters have no control or personal power over the world, their emotions, and their needs. For example: “Many men sexually assault children at times of stress” (Ward & Keenan, 1999).
	Child as Sexual Being is the fourth IT. According to this theory, children are sexual beings who seek out sexual relations with adults. In addition, because they are understood as being as sexually mature as adults, they are deemed capable of providing informed consent to sexual activity. Finally, like adults, children are thought to be primarily motivated by the quest for pleasure, including sexual pleasure. An example of this IT is “The child seduced me” (Ward & Keenan, 1999).
Finally, the Dangerous World IT is based on the idea that the world is a dangerous place in which people simply pursue their own best interests. Ward and Keenan (1999) suggested two variants to the Dangerous World IT. The first states that individuals who live in a Dangerous World must exert dominance and control over others. Consequently, the child molester will act in a way to punish those he thinks they could harm him, and in doing so, demonstrates his power. The second states that adults are untrustworthy, rejective, and exploitative. Aggressors who subscribe to the Dangerous World IT turn to children - instead of adults - because they perceive them as accepting and trustworthy. Turning to children is a way, for child molesters, to satisfy their need for love and affection.  For example: “I did it to get revenge on her and her mother”; “Some kids like sex with adults because it makes them feel wanted and loved” (Ward & Keenan, 1999).
	Ward and Keenan’s (1999) established these ITs by grouping in themes the items of psychometric scales that assess the cognitive distortions of child molesters (i.e., the Abel and Becker Cognitions Scale, Abel et al., 1989; the Bumby Molest Scale, Bumby, 1996; and the Hanson Sex Attitude Questionnaire, Hanson et al., 1994). To illustrate each theory, they also reviewed descriptive studies on cognitive distortions (e.g. Neidigh & Krop, 1992; Ward et al., 1998; Ward, Hudson, Johnston & Marshall, 1997) and extracted concrete examples. Since its publication, Ward and Keenan’s concept of implicit theories has been widely accepted by researchers in the area of sexual offending, and there is much theoretical and empirical research that supports the concept of implicit theories among rapists, female sexual offenders, and violent offenders (Drake, Ward, Nathan & Lee, 2009; Gannon, Hoare, Rose & Parrett, 2012; Gannon, Ward & Collie, 2007; Gannon, Wright, Beech & Williams, 2006; Howitt & Sheldon, 2007; Mihailides, Devilly & Ward, 2004; Milner & Webster, 2005; Polaschek, Calvert & Gannon, 2009; Wood & Riggs, 2009). 
	A number of studies have examined the implicit theories of child molesters as per Ward and Keenan’s classification using various methodological approaches. Results in support of these implicit theories are mixed. On the one hand, studies that used experimental cognitive paradigms from which distorted beliefs could be inferred did not find evidence that child molesters universally hold distorted beliefs that would facilitate their sexually offending behaviour (Gannon et al., 2006; Keown, Gannon & Ward, 2008a, 2008b; Keown, Ward, & Gannon, 2010). On the other hand, studies that examined the implicit theories of child molesters either with a traditional paper-and-pencil test or with structured interviews did find evidence for the presence of the implicit theories as established by Ward and Keenan (Keown et al., 2010; Marziano, Ward, Beech & Pattison, 2006). 
	Marziano, Ward, Beech and Pattison (2006) were the first to provide some empirical support for Ward and Keenan’s (1999) implicit theories. These authors conducted interviews with 22 child molesters to obtain their offense chains and general life circumstances at the time of their offence. They then extracted and categorized the participants’ cognitions and compared them to Ward and Keenan’s model of implicit theories. They found that 10% of the cognitive distortions corresponded to the Entitlement IT, 14% to the Nature of Harm IT, 26% to the Uncontrollability IT, 28% to Child as Sexual Being IT, and 22% to the Dangerous World IT. They also found that 18 of the 22 participants exhibited cognitive distortions consistent with all five ITs, while the other four participants had cognitive distortions that matched only 4 of the 5 ITs. Interestingly, offenders with a history of childhood sexual victimization exhibited more cognitions consistent with the Dangerous World theory. In addition, offenders who victimized males tended to more frequently exhibit the Child as Sexual Being and Dangerous World ITs. They did not find any differences in the ITs of intra- and extrafamilial offenders. 
To examine, Keown et al. (2010) tested the hypothesis that child molesters hold distorted beliefs that support their offending through interview, questionnaire, and experimental methods. Only in the interview and questionnaire data did these authors find evidence for the five categories of implicit theories. Among the 33 child molesters who participated in the study, 25 evidenced the Children as Sexual Beings and the Uncontrollable theories; 24 evidenced the Nature of Harm theory; 14 endorsed the Dangerous World theory; and finally, 4 evidenced the Entitlement theory. It is noted that neither Keown et al. nor Marziano et al. identified any new implicit theories in their analyses. 




	Semi-structured interviews were conducted with twenty men convicted for sexual offenses against children (i.e., convicted male child molesters). Sixteen participants were being followed on an outpatient basis at the Hôpital Robert-Giffard in Quebec City, Canada, and four were incarcerated in the Montée St-François, a minimum-security Canadian federal correctional facility. The participants were between 30 and 68 years of age, with a mean age of 53.3 years (SD = 11.1). Data on criminal history indicates that the participants had been convicted of a mean of 3 non-sexual criminal offences (SD = 2.7, range from 0 to 9 sentences), and a mean of 2.1 sexual offences (SD = 1.28, range from 1 to 5 sentences).
	The mean number of male and female victims per participant was 1.17 (SD = 1.47, range: 0-5) and 1.23 (SD = 1.26, range: 0-5), respectively. The mean age of the victims was 10.6 years (SD = 3.5, range: 3-16). Intrafamilial aggressors accounted for 10 of the 20 participants, extrafamilial aggressors for 7, and mixed aggressors (at least one intrafamilial and one extrafamilial victim) for 3. The mean number of victims per participant was 2.39 (SD = 1.46, range 1-5). 

Materials
	Information on the life of the participants was collected via a semi-structured interview, created for this purpose, which particularly focused on developmental experiences. More specifically, participants were questioned about their thoughts, emotions, and attitudes, their family or school problems, their sexual experiences, their interpersonal and romantic relationships, and the circumstances of their offences. In addition, the impact of these factors on the development of their sexual interests and fantasies, both non-deviant and deviant, was explored.

Procedure
	Clinical staff members in each facility contacted potential participants and explained the purpose of the study. If an offender was interested in participating, an appointment was set-up to meet with the researcher. During that meeting, participants were fully informed of the objectives of the research, the conduct of the interview, and the confidential and voluntary nature of their participation. Participants then read and signed a consent form that, amongst other things, authorized the audio recording of the interviews and access to their institutional files. Files were consulted to provide an independent check of some of the information provided during interview and to obtain information related to their sexual offences (age of participant, age of victims, relationship to victim, charges laid).
	The semi-structured interview lasted approximately 90 minutes. The interviews were audio-recorded and subsequently transcribed in whole. To preserve the participants’ anonymity, all interviews were assigned a code.

Data Analysis
	Initially, the interview content was subjected to a thematic analysis of discourse. This analytical process consists of identifying emergent themes from noteworthy, unexpected, or surprising observations (Angers, 2005). In this study, this method was used to identify and categorize every cognitive distortion expressed by the participants. For the purposes of this analysis, cognitive distortion was construed as any statement by a participant that justified, rationalized, or minimized their assault or any other inappropriate behaviour. Two independent coders first identified all the cognitive distortions of each participant, with multiple statements reflecting the same idea coded as a single unit. These units were then grouped into thematic categories. These categories were then evaluated in order to confirm that they allowed optimal classification of cognitive distortions. To this end, the two coders independently coded the complete content of three interviews. The results were then compared in order to determine whether the units had been classified into the same categories. The inter-judgement agreement was one hundred percent. The final classification was then compared to that of Ward and Keenan (1999). The data was analyzed using NVivo, a qualitative-data analytical software package.
Subsequently, the presence and predominance of each implicit theory in the participants’ discourses was analyzed. Accordingly, within-participant comparisons (relative prevalence of each IT in a given participant), rather than inter-participant comparisons (prevalence of each IT in all participants) were performed. To determine the prevalence of the ITs in individual participants, the observed frequency of cognitive distortions for each IT was compared to its expected frequency. An average expected frequency was calculated by summing the total number of cognitive distortions across all ITs and dividing it by the total number of implicit theories (n=6). The actual frequency of distortions that appeared in a given implicit theory was then compared to the expected frequency for that individual. An implicit theory was deemed to be predominant in a given individual if his actual number of distortions was higher than his expected frequency. An implicit theory was deemed to be present if his actual number was equal or less than his expected number. If no distortions were present for a given category, then the implicit theory was deemed to be absent. An example will help illustrate this analysis. We can see from Table 1 that the actual numbers of cognitions in each theory for Participant #1 was 1 for Entitlement, 5 for Nature of Harm, 8 for Uncontrollability, 4 for Child as Sexual Being, 1 for Dangerous World and 0 for Child as Partner. Given a total of 19 cognitions, the expected frequency was 3.17 (19 / 6). In his case, Nature of Harm, Uncontrollability and Child as Sexual Being were classified as predominant implicit theories, and Entitlement and Dangerous World were classified as present. Child as Partner was absent for this participant. 
Finally, inter-participant differences in the distributions of ITs was investigated. The observed frequencies of the ITs were subjected to a Pearson’s chi-squared test, and the distribution of each of the ITs was analyzed as a function of the type of sexual aggressor (intra- or extrafamilial).
RESULTS
	The analyses indicated the existence of six implicit theories. Three of these were identical to, and two others different slightly from, those identified by Ward and Kennan (1999); one new implicit theory was identified. The presence and predominance of these implicit theories in participants’ discourses is presented in Table 1.

Entitlement
	The analysis of the discourses of the participants established the presence of the Entitlement IT in 15 participants, including 5 in whom it predominated. In this sample, participants’ cognitions reflect their belief that they were entitled to anything they wanted: the offenders in our study believed themselves to be all-powerful and entitled to act solely in their own best interests. Specifically, some participants stated that they believed they had the right to have sexual relations with others, including children, at any time. As well, the participants indicated that they expected special treatment from people. For example, some participants stated that they would not have assaulted their victims had members of their entourage helped them prevent the assault, either by denouncing their actions or by inciting them to seek professional counselling. Finally, other participants stated that they felt that their paternal role included special responsibilities. For example, one participant indicated that he had felt the obligation to sexually educate his children.
	The following are examples of the cognitive distortions of the Entitlement IT:
“Sex with children is different than sex with adults. With children, I’m the one who decides everything.” (Offender # 6) 
“I have the right to have sexual relations with my daughter if my spouse doesn’t want to have any.” (Offenders # 9, 18)
“If people had taken the time to help me, I would probably not have abused the child.” (Offenders # 1, 4, 8, 9); 




	The Nature of Harm IT was clearly present in the majority of participants, and predominant in 15. The participants exhibiting this IT demonstrated cognitions that indicated that they believed that their acts had been less harmful than assaults in general and other sexual assaults of children. For example, some participants indicated that their assaults were less serious because they involved touching but not penetration. One participant whose offense included penetration minimized his crime by saying that he hadn’t penetrated the child for long. In addition, the majority of participants in this group justified their crimes by claiming that they had not caused any harm to the child. Some even stated that their sexual relations with their victims had been good for these latter. For example, a participant explained that his victim had been agitated and unable to fall asleep, but that his sexual contacts with her had helped her sleep. In addition, participants advanced many arguments in favour of the benefit to children of sexual relations, and the relative innocuousness of their actions. These explanations included the claims “to educate them sexually”, “because all human beings, including children, take pleasure in sexual relations”, and “because he (the aggressor) wanted to prepare the child for their future life as an adult.”
The following are examples of the cognitive distortions of the Nature of Harm IT:
“I thought that it wouldn’t harm the child, because my own abuse didn’t harm me.” (Offender # 1)
“What I did wasn’t that serious, during the nine years I knew the child, I only abused her for one year.” (Offender # 18)
“Yes, I had sexual relations with the child, but I never caused them any harm.” (Offenders # 1, 14, 20)
“I didn’t penetrate her for long, only for a few minutes.” (Offenders # 2, 18, 15, 16)
“Me! At least I didn’t sodomize them. The ones who sodomize children are monsters.” (Offenders # 1, 9)

Uncontrollability
	The analyses allowed identification of the Uncontrollability IT in 19 of the participants, in 15 of whom it was predominant. All the participants exhibiting this IT stated that it had been impossible for them to exert personal control over the events in their lives. They clearly explained their assaults in terms of external factors. The categories of explanatory factors cited by the participants were emotions, social environment, alcohol and drug use, and sexual urges. The discourse analysis indicates that all the excuses were used to reject responsibility for sexual assault. This theory is, in our opinion, the clearest and most homogeneous - that is, all but one of the participants expressed what might be considered classic excuses (e.g. “I was high on drugs and alcohol at that time” - see Abel et al., 1984; Neidigh & Krop, 1992; Pollock & Hashmall, 1991) to justify their assaults. The majority of sentences of the participants began with “It’s because...” and went on to present excuses.
The following are examples of the cognitive distortions of the Uncontrollability IT:
“It’s not my fault, I was under the influence of drugs when I touched them.” (Offenders # 5, 10, 11, 13, 19)
“I assault children because I was abused when I was young.” (Offenders # 7, 18)
“It’s their mother’s fault. She’s the one who asked me to take a shower with her child to show them how to wash.” (Offenders # 1, 9)
“I was depressed. That’s why I abused the child.” (Offenders # 8, 11)
“The assault happened before I could do anything.” (Offenders # 12, 13, 16)

Child as Sexual Being
	The Child as Sexual Being IT was observed in 18 participants, but predominated in only 5. The analysis of discourse identified two general dimensions of this IT. The first dimension is the association the participants drew between sexuality and children. In fact, most of the statements by the participants suggest that they see children as sexual objects, that is, as available to respond to their sexual needs. Some of the participants indicated that they believed that the sexual assault they committed occurred because the child solicited sexual relations with them. Others stated that they perceived the child’s actions as sexual provocation. In their view, the children’s action demonstrated a willingness to enter into sexual relations. For example, a participant stated that he saw a young child in their underwear, and explained that he felt that it was the child who had seduced him by dressing that way. The second dimension involved the perception of children as capable of providing informed consent to sexual relations. According to all the offenders in our study with this IT, children’s sexual maturity is equivalent to that of adults, and children are consequently capable of providing informed consent concerning their sexual activities. Children are also thought to be voluntary participants in sexual relations with adults.
	The following are examples of the cognitive distortions of the Child as Sexual Being IT:
 “When she told me that she loved me, I believed her because it gave me permission to have sex with her.” (Offender # 1)
“With this child it was different, he consented.” (Offenders # 1, 11, 15, 18)




	The Dangerous World IT was the least prevalent IT in the discourses of the participants, present in half the participants and predominant in only one. The cognitions associated with this IT reflected participants’ perception of the world as generally dangerous, and belief that humans should base their acts on the danger posed by the world and the people who live in it. The analysis of discourse indicated that this vision of the world was not limited to the sphere of sexuality, but appears to have influenced the way participants coped with life events. For example, one of the participants explained that the reason he was very isolated and did not have a well-developed social network was that he felt that people in general were dangerous.
	Furthermore, the cognitions associated with this IT reflected participants’ differing perceptions of adults and children. The participants had negative perceptions of adults in general in that they viewed them as rejecting, abusive, threatening, or controlling. In addition, though, they also specifically perceived women as dangerous. This danger was attributed to women’s evil or manipulative nature, or their perfection, beauty, and superiority. Some participants stated that they were easily intimidated, if not frankly terrified, by the power of women, which is why they had never had a relationship with a woman. Others indicated that they saw all women as evil and manipulative and linked this view to the perceptions they had of their mothers when they were young. 
	Independently of their vision of adults in general, and of women in particular, participants perceived children positively. However, the participants’ discourses did not evidence the existence of a causal relationship between a negative image of adults and a positive image of children. Independently of their perceptions of adults, all the participants with this IT described children as trustworthy and accepting (see the Child as Partner IT). According to them, children do not judge negatively, and as one of the participants said, bear no “malice”.
	The following are examples of the cognitive distortions of the Dangerous World IT:
“With adults, I was always defensive” (Offenders # 3, 5, 16)
“I always associated adults with betrayal.” (Offender # 10)




	The analysis of discourse revealed the existence of a new IT that we named the Child as Partner IT. This IT was present in 15 participants, and predominant in 9. The cognitions of the participants indicated that they perceived children as their equals on several levels, including the social and emotional. The majority of participants with this IT stated that they perceived children as friends. Most of the cognitions reflected the relationship the participant believed he had with his victim. For example, many participants explained that they considered themselves “one of the gang” of young people they associated with. One participant stated that he had been sad when his friends (i.e. some children) had not invited him to a social activity. He explained that he couldn’t understand it, as he had always been friendly and loyal to his friends.
	This IT was not based on sex or sexual relations between the participants and their victims. Rather, it was grounded in issues of friendship, confidence, and affection. For example, one of the participants explained that the children with whom he had romantic relations were not, in his opinion, loved by their parents. He stated that he liked to give and receive love and affection with young people who were in the same situation as he had been when he himself was a child.
In addition, all the subjects clearly stated that they were uninterested in adult life: they perceived themselves to be children. The sexual relations they had with children were thus not perceived as assaults, as they occurred between two individuals of the same perceived mental age: the adult either felt like a child or perceived the child as an adult. The analysis of the discourses in our study demonstrated that participants saw no difference, in mental terms, between children and adults. According to them, it was completely normal for two people of the “same mental age” who like each other to have sex with each other.
The following are examples of the cognitive distortions associated with the Child as Partner IT:
“In my head, I was also a child. I developed late sexually and socially. I was uncomfortable with adults, only with children.” (Offender # 11)
“In my mind, I was part of their gang.” (Offender # 11)
“It had nothing to do with sex, it was a way to give and receive affection.” (Offender # 6, 7)
“I gave love to children who were unloved and unwanted by their parents.” (Offender # 13, 20)
“With that young boy, it was unconditional love.” (Offender # 6, 9)
“My daughter and I had a special relationship that nobody could understand.” (Offender # 4)


Distribution of Child-Molester ITs

	The results of the Pearson chi-squared tests indicated that the distribution of ITs in intra- and extrafamilial aggressors did not significantly: Nature of Harm, 2 (8, N = 17) = 7.38, n.s.; Uncontrollability, 2 (10, N = 17) = 10.12, n.s.; Child as Sexual Being 2 (6, N = 17) = 4.61, n.s.; Entitlement 2 (6, N = 17) = 4.96, n.s.; Dangerous World 2 (4, N = 17) = 2.21, n.s.; Child as Partner 2 (8, N = 17) = 6.89, n.s. It should be noted that mixed aggressors (both intra- and extrafamilial victims) were excluded from the chi-squared analyses, in order to preserve the homogeneity of the child-molester subtypes.

DISCUSSION
	This research was undertaken to determine whether the implicit theories proposed by Ward and Keenan (1999) were present in francophone child molesters. A secondary objective was to investigate the existence of new ITs in the discourses of participants. The results demonstrate that the five ITs (Child as Sexual Being, Entitlement, Nature of Harm, Uncontrollability, Dangerous World) were present in our sample of sexual offenders. Our analyses indicate that the Child as Sexual Being and Dangerous World ITs in this sample of offenders differed slightly from those reported by Ward and Keenan. Furthermore, this research identified a sixth, and new, theory, the Child as Partner IT.
The results demonstrated that the Entitlement, Nature of Harm and Uncontrollability ITs in this study were identical to those reported by Ward and Keenan (1999). According to the Entitlement IT, the inherent superiority of some individuals entitles them to do as they wish, including committing acts of sexual aggression against children. The Nature of Harm IT reflects the belief that there are varying degrees of consequences associated with sexual assault. The participants also indicated that they believed that the sexual assault of children has beneficial effects. The Uncontrollability IT is used by offenders to divert responsibility for their abuses unto external factors. The results of this study demonstrated the predominance of the Nature of Harm and Uncontrollability ITs in our participants. These results, identical to those reported by Ward and Keenan, suggest that these ITs are present in a majority of child molesters and that they are optimally conceptualized by research on this subject.
The cognitive content of the Child as Sexual Being IT identified in this study is very similar to that reported by Ward and Keenan, but differs in its conceptualization. Research has not adopted a uniform terminology for this IT. Several authors (Gannon, Hoare, Rose & Parrett, 2009; Marziano et al., 2006; Mihailides, et al., 2004) have used Child as Sexual Being, while others (Drake et al., 2009; Milner & Webster, 2005) have used Child as Sexual Object. Ward himself used both terminologies in two separate publications (Ward, 2000; Ward & Keenan, 1999) but the reasoning for these variations in terminology could not be ascertained. It appears clear, however, that these two labels do not designate the same idea. The Child as Sexual Object IT solely designates aggressors’ perception of children as entities for adult’s sexual desires while the Child as Sexual Being IT additionally implies that children are capable of making decisions about sexual activities. This latter conceptualization of the IT takes us into the territory of consent, which the child deploys when making decisions. In fact, this notion of consent is also implicit in some of the statements of the child molesters cited by Ward and Keenan (1999) (e.g. “Some children are much more adult than other children”, “She was very mature for her age”). It would be useful for researchers to clarify whether they include, or not, the notion of consent as part of this theory as this would have different implications for understanding how child molesters think. In this study, we used the Child as Sexual Being terminology, because the cognitive discourses in our sample contain both the idea that children may be sexual objects and the notion of consent (e.g. “With this child, it was different, he consented.” and “The child wanted to have sexual relations with me.”).
	Moreover, the Child as Sexual Being IT proposed by Ward and Keenan has a second weakness, namely the inconsistency between the definition and the examples cited in support of the theory. The definition suggests that the notion of sexuality is central to the IT, with no distinction between adults and children. However, some of the examples advanced by the authors are inconsistent with this definition. For example “We loved each other, so it was alright” and “Sexually touching a child may be a way of showing them love and affection” refer to an emotional, not sexual, framework. In addition, the examples cited by other authors (Beech, Fisher & Ward, 2005; Gannon, Rose & Williams, 2009) in support of the Child as Sexual Being IT samples do not indicate the presence of an emotional or affective dimension, only a sexual one. 
In our study, we identified a new implicit theory that we named Child as Partner. As mentioned above, we noted that while the cognitive discourses of child molesters contained a child-centric sexual component, they also encompassed a child-centric emotional component. Furthermore, we found that participants discussed these child-centric sexuality and emotion dimensions in separate and different contexts. Finally, the emotional component was sufficiently present in the entire discourses of the participants to justify the establishment of a new and homogenous implicit theory. The implicit theory Child as Partner reflects a set of cognitions in which the child is viewed as an emotional equal to the offender and appears to indicate the presence of emotional congruence with children. Wilson (1999) found that emotional congruence was a complex and multifaceted cognitive structure that reflects a desire to operate at the child’s level. In our study, while the cognitions exhibited by the offenders suggest that the offender considers the child as an emotional equal, they may also signify a level of emotional immaturity in the child molester. In either case, the appearance of this new IT demonstrates the importance of investigating offenders’ lifestyle factors, as well as the circumstances surrounding their offences. 
Although the implicit theory Child as Partner was not established in prior research, its presence is not entirely surprising given Wilson‘s (1999) findings on emotional congruence. Psychometric instruments such as the Abel and Bumby scales, created in 1989 and 1996 respectively, contain no cognitive distortion specifically related to emotional congruence. Because all the psychometric instruments used by Ward and Keenan in the development of their model of implicit theories in child molesters were created prior to the publication of Wilson’s results in 1999, it is not surprising that those authors failed to observe the Child as Partner IT. 
	The Dangerous World IT was present in our sample of child molesters. The IT observed in this study was identical to Ward and Keenan’s (1999) first variation of the Dangerous World IT, but differed from the second with regards to the child molester’s perception of children and adults.
	With respect to the second variation, we found no causal relationship between apparently untrustworthy adults and trustworthy children, in contrast to previous reports, and that participants perceived adults and children differently, with adults perceived generally negatively (rejective, evil), and women perceived as specifically dangerous because of their evil or manipulative nature, or their perfection, beauty, and superiority. This dichotomous perception of women is also consistent with rapists’ Women are Unknowable IT (Polaschek & Ward, 2002). As those authors noted, “failure to develop a theory of mind for women in turn promotes shallow and stereotyped thinking about women, such as that they are either nice girls or whores” (p.394). Although their theory had been developed from a sample of rapists, it appears that child molesters also share this contrastive vision of women. This result is also consistent with the results of studies that have shown that child molesters and rapists did not differ in their cognitions related to women (Bumby, 1996; Feelgood, Cortoni & Thompson, 2005).
	Another interesting finding emerged from the analysis of the prevalence of the Dangerous World Implicit Theory. This IT was the least prevalent in the discourses of the participants. Similar results were observed in Polaschek and Gannon’s (2004) sample of rapists. These authors found that only 19% of the cognitions expressed by their sample corresponded to this theory (Polaschek & Gannon, 2004). We suggest that a reason for this low prevalence is that it is difficult to code a generalized perception of a Dangerous World into a single cognitive unit. During our interviews, we noted that cognitions related to the concept of a Dangerous World were present in the entire discourse of the offenders. These cognitions, however, were rarely expressed as cognitive distortions related to their offending behavior. This observation highlights an important limitation of research into ITs, also noted by Polaschek and Gannon (2004), namely the difficulty of optimally validating the prevalence of these theories.

CONCLUSION
This study was one of the few to date to empirically evaluate the existence of implicit theories in child molesters, and the first to do so in a sample of francophone offenders. The results led to the identification of six implicit theories. In keeping with our objective, it was possible to confirm the five implicit theories of Ward and Keenan (1999). However, two of these differed from Ward and Keenan’s formulations, and one new theory was identified. These results indicate that anglophone and francophone sexual offenders share similar cognitive schemas in relation to their offending, suggesting that these cognitions may not be language or culture-bound. Of course, research with different language or ethnic groups of sexual offenders would be required and necessary to investigate this hypothesis. Should this hypothesis be confirmed, this could indicate that a generalized set of fundamental cognitive processes that support child sexual are at play. Should this be the case, the question becomes then how to best explain a language and culture-free set of cognitions, particularly given the multitude of theories of cognitive distortions in child molesters (see O´Ciardha & Ward, 2013 for a review). 
In light of the results of this study, and consistent with Polaschek and Gannon’s (2004) observations, we believe that research investigating offenders’ implicit theories should focus on their entire life, as opposed to only their offending behaviour, in order to obtain a global and optimal understanding of their implicit theories. Given the proliferation of theories of cognitive distortions, all of which are found in the Anglophone literature, a broader understanding of the universality, or lack thereof, of these cognitions may provide new provide new avenues of investigations into and explanations of the cognitive patterns that lead to sexual offending. Given that the cognitions of sexual offenders show a weak but real relationship with their offending (Helmus, Hanson, Babchishin, & Mann, 2013), these would help establish more effective methods of interventions to reduce the incidence of child sexual abuse. 
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Table I. Predominance, presence or absence of ITs in child molesters’ discourse
Offender	Entitlement	Nature of Harm	Uncontrollability	Child as Sexual Being	Dangerous World	Child as Partner
1 – I	• (1)	x (5)	x (8)	x (4)	• (1)	
2 – I		x (5)	• (1)	• (1)		
3 – I	 		x (2)	x (5)	• (1)	x (2)
4 – I	x (5)	• (1)	x (4)	x (4)		x (5)
5 – I	• (2)	• (2)	x (9)	• (2)	x (4)	
6 – I	• (2)	x (8)	• (5)	• (5)	• (2)	x (11)
7 – I		• (1)	x (6)	• (3)	• (3)	x (9)
8 – I	• (1)	x (8)	x (6)	• (3)		• (2)
9 – I	x (7)	x (4)	x (6)	• (2)	• (1)	• (3)
10 – I	• (3)	x (7)	• (3)	• (3)	• (3)	x (6)
11 – E	• (1)	• (2)	x (10)	• (4)		x (8)
12 – E		x (4)	x (3)	• (2)	• (1)	x (3)
13 – E	• (2)	x (10)	x (7)	• (1)	• (3)	• (4)
14 – E	x (4)	x (7)		x (3)		• (2)
15 - E	• (1)	x (3)	x (3)			x (2)
16 – E	x (7)	x (5)	x (4)	• (3)	• (2)	
17 – E	• (1)	x (4)	• (1)	x (7)		• (1)
18 – M	• (4)	x (9)	x (11)	• (4)	• (2)	• (2)
19 – M	x (4)	x (6)	x (5)	• (2)		
20 – M		x (5)	x (3)			x (2)
Predominant IT = x,		Present IT = •, 			Absent IT = blank space,
Intrafamilial offender = I,		Extrafamilial offender = E	,	Both intra/extrafamilial offender = M.
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